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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 

OF PETTY OFFICER JAMES EL-
LIOTT WILLIAMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today and it is such an honor to recog-
nize the official renaming of the United 
States Post Office located at 201 Tom 
Hall Street in Fort Mill, South Caro-
lina, as the J. Elliott Williams Post Of-
fice Building. 

James Elliott Williams was born in 
Fort Mill, South Carolina, and lived an 
extraordinary life. Mr. WILLIAMS was in 
the United States Navy for 20 years and 
served in and during the Cold War, the 
Korean war, the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
and the Vietnam war. 

One example of his heroic actions oc-
curred during the Vietnam war where 
he and his men fought off enemy com-
batants behind enemy lines for 3 hours 
in south Vietnam. Under Petty Officer 
Williams’ leadership, the American 
Naval force killed roughly 1,000 Viet-
cong guerillas, destroyed over 60 ves-
sels, and disrupted a major enemy lo-
gistics operation. 

James E. Williams retired on April 
26, 1967, as the most highly decorated 
enlisted sailor in the history of the 
United States Navy. He was the recipi-
ent of multiple awards during his serv-
ice in the Navy; including, the Navy 
Cross, the Silver Star, the Bronze Star 
Medal, the Purple Heart, the Korean 
Service Medal, and the United Nations 
Service Medal. Additionally, during his 
last 7 months in the Navy, he received 
every sea service award for heroism. 

On May 14, 1968, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, in the name of Congress, pre-
sented James Elliott Williams the 
Medal of Honor. In the 20th century, 
three sailors of American Indian herit-
age received the medal. Petty Officer 
Williams was one of the three. 

Mr. Speaker, it was my great privi-
lege to put forward this legislation 
with the entire South Carolina delega-
tion and have it signed into law to 
honor the life, service, and sacrifice of 
James Elliott Williams. 

f 

HURRICANE MICHAEL AFTERMATH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, just over a 
month ago, Hurricane Michael, the 
third most powerful hurricane to ever 
make landfall on the United States 
mainland, ravaged areas of Alabama, 
Florida, and Georgia. Hundreds of 
Americans lost everything, and more 
than 30 people were killed. 

Hurricane Michael appears to have 
done its worst in Panama City, Flor-
ida, and nearby areas, but Alabama’s 
Second District was also badly im-
pacted in several counties in the 
Wiregrass Region. In fact, Hurricane 
Michael is the most powerful storm to 

ever hit Houston County, according to 
recorded history. 

In my district, the agricultural com-
munity faces the most significant dev-
astation. While the full scale of the 
damage to local agriculture is still 
being assessed, Hurricane Michael 
dealt a terrible blow to our cotton, 
timber, and peanut farmers. 

In the aftermath of the storm, I trav-
eled to the Wiregrass several times to 
be with our farmers and to see first-
hand what they were experiencing. The 
devastation is heartbreaking, to say 
the least. The farmers in southeast 
Alabama are in the midst of a very real 
crisis. 

In Alabama’s Second District, agri-
culture is the backbone of our econ-
omy. Throughout my time in Congress, 
I have made it a priority to fight for 
our farmers of all commodities. Their 
work to provide the food and fiber we 
depend on is vitally important. I will 
continue to advocate for them, espe-
cially during this time of uncertainty, 
as we work to put the pieces back to-
gether for these hardworking men and 
women who have suffered tremendous 
loss to their livelihoods. 

Mr. Speaker, I want the people I rep-
resent to know that my office stands 
ready to help during this challenging 
time. I will work with my colleagues 
here in Congress to provide the proper 
resources and assistance to our farm-
ers. We must get this right, and we 
must ensure Alabama’s farmers are in-
cluded in all recovery efforts. 

I encourage anyone in Alabama’s 
Second District who needs assistance 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Michael 
to contact one of my offices today. My 
staff and I work for you, and we are 
committed to ensuring that the folks 
impacted know the options available to 
them. 

As we work through this season of re-
building, I have been encouraged to see 
and hear about so many acts of kind-
ness and charity in our district and 
throughout the Southeast. This time of 
recovery will not be easy, but if we 
continue to help each other in what-
ever ways we are able, we will get 
through this together. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, as I near the end of my 30 
years in the Congress, it is only nat-
ural to reminisce just a bit. 

During my first term in the House, a 
roving photographer for Roll Call 
stopped me to ask a sort of humorous 
question. He asked: If there was a stat-
ue of you in the Capitol, where would it 
be and what would it say? I said: It 
would probably be in the basement, and 
it would say: Lucky to be here. 

I have always felt very lucky to have 
this job, and everyone on both sides of 
the aisle have been very kind to me. 
But I want to pay tribute this morning 

to the three people most responsible 
for me being here. 

A friend of mine in Knoxville told me 
a few years ago that I won the lottery 
with parents. I had never thought of it 
in that way, but it is true. My grand-
parents in Scott County, Tennessee, 
were wonderful people, but they had no 
money, 10 kids, an outhouse, subsist-
ence farm—pure Appalachia. 

My dad hitchhiked into Knoxville 
with $5 in his pocket to go to the Uni-
versity of Tennessee and worked his 
way through. Twenty years after com-
ing to Knoxville, he was elected mayor 
and led the peaceful integration of our 
city. He got about 95 percent of the Af-
rican American vote in three non-
partisan races for mayor. 

He then preceded me in Congress, 
serving 231⁄2 years and becoming the 
ranking Republican on the Ways and 
Means Committee. A former Demo-
cratic congressman from Pennsylvania 
told me one time: Your dad was the 
only man I knew who never had an 
enemy in this town. 

I once described my father as the 
kindest, sweetest, toughest, hardest 
working man I ever knew, and I meant 
tough in a good way. I got a really nice 
handwritten letter from Peyton Man-
ning about that article. He said he had 
flown out of Knoxville the day it was in 
the paper and that he could tell from 
that article that I had the same kind of 
relationship with my dad that he has 
with his. 

My mother was 2 years older than my 
father and, after college in Iowa, came 
to Knoxville to visit an older sister 
who had married an engineering grad-
uate from the University of Iowa and 
who had gotten a job at TVA. Her sis-
ter talked her into staying, and she 
met my dad at a YWCA dance. 

Dad told one of his brothers that 
night that he had met the woman he 
was going to marry, and 3 months 
later, in Iowa City, Iowa, they were 
married, in May of 1942. The odds 
against a farm boy from Tennessee 
meeting and marrying a girl from Iowa 
City must have been billions to one, 
but theirs was truly a marriage made 
in heaven. 

No one ever loved me as much as my 
mother did, and several times I have 
told women from the Midwest that I 
have a very high opinion of women 
from that part of the country because 
I thought my mother was the sweetest 
woman in the world. 

My wife, Lynn, was a waitress in 
Knoxville’s finest restaurant when I 
met her. She later said she married me 
even though I gave her the lowest tips 
of any of her regular customers. 

Lynn has been my strongest sup-
porter and biggest critic, my number 
one adviser. I honestly believe, if she 
had been elected to Congress instead of 
me, she would have gone much further 
than I have. She is certainly the speak-
er of our house and the love of my life 
for more than 40 years. 

During my 30 years in Congress, I was 
in Washington a lot and gone a lot, 
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